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with regard thereto. In every case retention of non-violent atmos-
phere is presumed.
2.    Can a non-co-operator seek to  enter  the municipalities and local
boards as an elected member?
Non-co-operators are as a matter of fact entering the munici-
palities all over India, particularly where there is a prospect of non-
co-operation majority.
3.   Do you think   that   Southern India   with its untouchability   is fit
for adopting any form of civil disobedience? (Andhra is excluded; only Tamil
is intended.)
If no part of Tamil India gives up the sin of untouchability it
cannot be qualified for the exercise of the privilege of civil disobe-
dience.
A PARSI: Much as I dislike vaccination, I must resist the
temptation of opening the columns of Young India for the advertise-
ment of what friends call my numerous fads. Vaccination and such
other evils have to await solution till we begin to breathe the breath
of freedom.
Young India, 1-12-1921
217,   IN THE NAME OF HUMANITY
My letter to the Liberals1 speaks for itself. In it I have not
touched upon unproved or one-sided accounts of the happenings
in Malabar, But I have before me correspondence which men-
tions inhumanities before which the Punjab ones dwindle into
insignificance. The asphyxiation of prisoners is the most startling
though by no means the most callous among the inhumanities that
are said to be enacted in impenetrable Malabar. The Hindu mind
is blinded by prejudice fed by interested accounts. I do not deny
forcible conversions or other atrocities by the Moplahs. But my
soul refuses to revenge itself upon innocent Moplahs or upon the
women and children of the guilty ones, nor can I delight in tor-
turing those who have done wrong. Such reprisals are not human*
Let me not go into further narration of facts or allegations.
I only plead for calmness. What is the Government doing ? Why
has it proved so powerless for protection ? Or is its function con-
fined only to reprisals and isolating the Moplahs and their prey,
the Hindus?
l Vide "To the Liberals", 27-1M921.